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R Note From Our Sales Manager Wendee Boyan

Its hard to believe the holidays are here and gone and we're popping
the cork on another new year! I've heard mixed reviews about 2009
from our customers...Some of you are buried with work while others
have remained status quo. But the general consensus is that there
appears to be a light at the end of the tunnel with this crazy
economy (and no, it’s not an oncoming train!) We want you to know
that we are here to help you ride out the storm. If you need help
with payment terms on new modules or even your maintenance re-
newal, please don't hesitate to call and ask about some of the
programs we can offer you.

The holiday season offers us a special opportunity to extend our
personal thanks and our very best wishes for the future and a
healthy & prosperous New Year. It is people like you who make being
in business such a pleasure all year long.

On behalf of all of us at the GibbsCAM Direct Sales Office we tip
our glasses to you, our customers/

Warm regards,
Wendee Boyan

Start The New Year Right with GibbsCAM 2010

Don’t be left out in the cold!

GibbsCAM 2010 release is just weeks away.
Make sure you are up-to-date on your
GibbsCAM Maintenance.

Call GibbsCAM Direct Sales at 800-777-8383
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GibbsCANM 2010 Enhancements
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Compatible with
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e Compatible with Windows 7

e  64-bit implementation allows users to address more memory and
program larger and more complex parts '.

INTERFACE Windows*7

e  GibbsCAM part information in Windows Explorer preview pane —
and thumbnails (Windows 7 & Vista) ; —

. e  Op Insert—ability to control where to insert new operations,
preserving syncs in multi-flow parts

' e Hidden-line toolpath in Tool Sim mode

» s . Right-mouse menu changes for greater productivity
' VOLUMILL
e New option: VoluMill high-speed roughing maximizes
material removal rate and steadies tool load, reducing
l cycle times and extending tool life
O
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e Improved impeller roughing roniee tster ara X A
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e New Gouge check projection options Giobal e angle

e New Lead-In/Out “Flip” option

e New “Retract through tube center” option

o
{ ()’- Countersink and keyway cutters available in 5-Axis
4

e  SOLIDS MACHINING

Ny
& ~ e Plunge Rough process now in CAM palette, with capabilities far
™

n exceeding the plug-in
— \ e Advanced 3D documentation—tutorials, exercises, sample parts
“an - * e  Use facet body as stock in solid pocketing 1‘
-
‘[ % MULTI-TASK MACHINING (MTM)

e  Sync Control dialog—drag operations while keeping syncs

e Undo/Redo changes in Sync Control dialog

e  Altering Syncs no longer affects operation comments

™y For the complete list of the GibbsCAM 2010 Enhancements, go to :
5 GibbsCAM 2010 Enhancements
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Are Better Days Ahead?

By Amy Radishofski, Features Editor, Manufacturing.net

Now that the U.S. economy looks like it's slowly starting to recover, companies are feeling a bit more optimistic about
the coming year.

A recent study by GlobalSpec shows that while companies are still worried about 2009, with many expecting revenue
to be below 2008 levels, some companies are actually planning to increase spending soon.

“Thirty-six percent of companies indicated that they plan to increase spending in the second half of 2009, which could
lead to even more of an improvement in 2010,” said Chris Chariton, Vice President of Marketing Services and Product
Management at GlobalSpec. “Moreover, the September ISM report showed strong growth in the manufacturing sector.
Clearly, optimism is growing.”

And it just keeps looking better for manufacturers. With the October ISM reading at 55.7, the manufacturing sector
grew at the fastest pace since 2006. Moreover, while 50 percent of companies expect 2009 revenue to be below 2008
levels, it also means that 50 percent expect it to be the same or higher.

However, falling revenue isn’t the only problem facing manufacturers. Pricing pressure and capacity utilization are a
concern, according to GlobalSpec. And while 2008 saw top concerns of rising energy, transportation, and raw materials
costs, the economy put pressure on companies to look for new growth opportunities and to expand into new markets in
2009.

By taking a look at other markets, companies may see opportunities where their
products can fit into these new areas. The added flexibility will help the company
when individual market sectors falter.

“Expansion is a good thing -- it leads to more spending,” Chariton notes.
“Companies are spending more on reengineering, plant investments, etc., which
provides a type of stimulus for the economy.”

To take advantage of an economic turnaround, companies need to focus on ex-
panding their operations and their product development, as well as expanding
their marketing efforts.

Chariton urges companies not to become lax when it comes to their marketing
plans. If a company is having trouble getting new customers or sees its sales
dropping, the last thing the company should do is ease up on its marketing initia-
tives. The company must be tenacious in order to woo the customer away from
its competition.

“Demand is increasing as the economy begins to recover,” she said. “Put more emphasis on your marketing now and
make sure your products are in front of your target customers.”

Chariton adds that improving the reach of a company’s marketing efforts now can change consumers’ buying behavior
later. Companies could become a preferred brand, which is a big plus, regardless of the direction the economy is mov-
ing.

“If you keep up with your marketing efforts while your competition falters, consumers will learn to trust your products
and switch brands, which will impact future buying decisions after the economy stabilizes.”

Even if the company is still feeling the pain of the recession, there are things that can be done in addition to marketing
to keep the company in the black while waiting for the recovery to take hold.

In both good economic times and bad, manufacturers should be striving to cut down on production costs. Chariton says
companies can work to achieve production efficiency by taking a look at their equipment, services, and component
spending.

The GlobalSpec study found that 47 percent of companies are looking to improve production efficiencies. It also noted
54 percent of companies are looking at expanding into new markets, while 46 percent are focused on new product de-
velopment, and 44 percent are focused on quality.

“For companies that are struggling with depressed sales, a popular option has been to shorten the work week instead
of cutting jobs outright,” Chariton said. “You should also resist pressure to lower prices. Differentiate value services,
and try to lower the cost of production.”

Finally, companies need to invest their marketing time, money, and energy where they can get the biggest return for
their investment. In today’s world, that means online. Companies can put themselves in front of their target audience
and get quality leads that can help keep their operations thriving until the economy stabilizes.
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$1 160 * Ol FFirst WithquthChekking To See If There |s Water
By Jeff Buchan

One of the anticipated features of the GibbsCAM 2010 release is the implementation of
64-bit architecture for 64-bit operating systems. This will allow users with 64-bit systems
to address more memory and to program larger, more complex parts. I know I was ea-
ger to hop on the 64-bit “bus”, however there are a few things to consider before
“jumping-in” to the 64-bit pool.

First, let’s take a look the difference between 32- and 64-bit systems. In the most basic of
terms we are talking about how much information the computer can process each cycle
(its word size). If we take into consideration that 32-bit “word” can contain 4,294,967,296
numbers then the 64-bit word can contain 18,446,744,073,709,551,616 numbers. So, the
operating system can handle and process much more information each cycle.

There is also an increase in the amount of memory that the system can address. What that means to the average
user is that a 32-bit system has a maximum memory space of 4GB that it can utilize whereas a 64-bit system can
utilize up to 192GB of memory (depending on Windows version - Physical Memory Limits: Windows XP, Physical

Memory Limits: Windows Vista, Physical Memory Limits: Windows 7).

Now that we have the basics out of the way, let’s take a look at some of the finer details to explore. While you
might have a 64-bit system, it can only handle as much memory as the operating system (OS) that is installed. So,
if you have a 32-bit version of Windows Vista installed on a 64-bit computer (as I did before upgrading to Win-
dows 7) installing more than 4GB of memory is useless, nor can a 32-bit OS handle 64-bit software. Ok, so now
you have a 64-bit OS, well there are still some limitations to be considered. A 32-bit piece of software, such as MS
Office, is still just that and will not run any faster on a 64-bit OS and it can access less than 4GB of memory
(remember the OS takes up some of the memory) because it is designed with 32-bit processing in mind.

So, now we’ve got a 64-bit system, a 64-bit OS, and we are running 64-bit GibbsCAM 2010, we are golden right?
Maybe not, are you still running on that 4GB of RAM? Here’s the rub, because native 64-bit software uses 64-bit
addresses it takes up more space in memory. While that job that you were programming in a 32-bit environment
ran fine, simply running that same job in a 64-bit environment may push the limits. Therefore, it is recommended
that a 64-bit OS running “natively” 64-bit software should have at least 6GB of RAM installed (shh...I’m still on
4GB).

Ok, you now have a 64-bit system running a 64-bit OS with 64-bit GibbsCAM v2010, you're off and running right?
For the most part yes, however there may be a few minor issues that you will want to consider. Some plug-ins that
you rely on now may not be available in a 64-bit version, namely Reporter. At the time of writing this article Mi-
crosoft does not have a 64-bit version of Office therefore the GibbsCAM Reporter plug-in will not work, in fact you
won’t even find it in the menu. The Solid Transfer Add-Ins for SolidWorks and SolidEdge do not have a 64-bit ver-
sion. But, even if this is a problem, you can still have the best of both worlds because you can have both the 32-
and 64-bit platforms of the same GibbsCAM version installed at the same time.

Hopefully I have cleared up some of the concerns that our customers may have about the upcoming 64-bit release
of GibbsCAM. The important point is, the pool is there, the diving board is ready, just make sure it will be the
landing you expect before you dive in.
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